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Elmer Joe Adkins 
Memorial Tribute  

4/15/1926 – 8/18/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elmer Joe Adkins, 90, peacefully went to be with his Lord on August 18, 2016, at his 
home in San Angelo, Texas, surrounded by his loving family.   
 
Elmer was preceded in death by his father, Joe Montgomery Adkins, his mother, Ruby 
Lee (Smith) Adkins, his twin sister, Evelyn Ruby Handley, his younger brother, Willard 
Leroy Adkins, and his younger sister, Wilma Estelle Anderson. 
 
Elmer is survived by his loving wife of 68 years Joanne Bowers Adkins, oldest son Joe 
Ross Adkins, middle son Danny Wayne Adkins and his wife Wilda Marie (Washer) 
Adkins, and daughter Vickie Lynn Poage (Adkins) and her husband Larry Don Poage.   
 
Elmer is survived by five grandchildren: Darrell Wayne Adkins and his wife Mary 
Chamberlain Adkins, Craig Michael Adkins, Michelle Marie Adkins, Hayden Ross 
Poage, and Sean Michael Poage; and four great grandchildren: Lindsey Allison Adkins, 
Taylor Lauren Adkins, Hailey Nicole Adkins, and Blake Andrew Adkins. 
 
Elmer was born April 15, 1926 to Joe Montgomery and Ruby Lee 
(Smith) Adkins on the Adkins homestead in Eddy County, New 
Mexico, located approximately 10 miles northwest of Artesia, New 
Mexico.  Elmer and his twin sister Evelyn Ruby Adkins were born in 
a one room adobe and stone wall family dwelling.  The dwelling 
had one wall of stone and sticks and three walls of adobe with a tin 
roof, dirt floor, one door, one window and a wood burning stove.  
Elmer’s father worked on the Diamond A ranch breaking horses and 
was the chuck wagon cook on round ups.  His father later got a job 
laying pipe line for Magnolia Oil Company which eventually 
relocated the family to Texas and a lifelong career with Magnolia Oil 

Company which became known as Mobil Oil Company.  In 1928 
they moved to Wink, Texas where they lived in a 
one room tent.  In the winter the tent was located 
near a gas flare for warmth and in the summer it 
was moved under a large mesquite tree for shade.  
The family moved to Chalk around 1932 and 
Elmer attended the first seven years of school at 
Chalk, Texas.  In 1939 the family moved to 
Forsan, Texas where Elmer went to the eighth 
grade.  Around 1940 the family made their final 
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move to Seminole, Texas where Elmer went to the ninth through eleventh grades.  
During his last year in high school, Elmer and other boys would be picked 

up after football practice by a driller to work the 
evening tour on a drilling rig due to the shortage of 
man power during the war.  His twin sister did 
much of his homework and tutored him for school 
testing.  He graduated from Seminole High School 
in 1943 at age 17.  After graduation Elmer and his 
good friend Barney Cocke hitch hiked from 
Seminole to Beaumont to work at the ship yard 
building Liberty ships.  Elmer wanted to join the US 
Marines due to a war movie he had seen but his 
mother would not sign for him unless he promised 

to come home from Beaumont and spend Christmas as well as not get a 
tattoo. 
 
Elmer returned home for Christmas 1943 and with his mother’s approval he enlisted into 
the US Marine Corps on March 9, 1944 at El Paso, Texas, just 32 days shy of his 
eighteenth birthday.  He trained at Camp Pendleton in San Diego, California from 
March to August 1944 and deployed on the new 3000 capacity troop ship General E.T. 
Collins which departed for the Pacific theater on August 3, 1944.  He was told that his 
enlistment period was until the war was won plus 6 months of additional service.   After 
a brief stop at Pearl Harbor to assemble with a larger convoy, he headed to the island of 
Enewetak to assemble with another ever growing convoy to Saipan, Tinian, and Guam.  
Arriving at Saipan and discharging a number of replacements, the ship next went to 
Tinian and after 38 days leaving San Diego, Elmer was put ashore by a Higgins landing 
craft as part of replacements for the Fifth Marine, 18th Anti-Aircraft Division.  He spent 
the first week in a fox hole on the beach after which a Lt. Johnson “volunteered” him for 
demolition duty.  Lt. Johnson trained Elmer to disarm unexploded ordinance, both US 
and Japanese. He also worked with the Seabees in dynamiting anti-aircraft gun 
emplacements; the anti-aircraft guns were moved to new locations every day due to the 
nightly Japanese bombing raids.  Elmer witnessed the arrival and departure of the USS 
Indianapolis which delivered the first atomic bomb to Tinian.  He was a guard stationed 
on the trailer that carried the bomb from the beach area to a staging area at the runway. 
He continued his guard duties of the “Little Boy”, the first atomic bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima, Japan by the B-29 “Enola Gay” on August 6, 1945. He also guarded the “Fat 
Man”, the second atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki, Japan by the B-29 “Bock’s Car” 
on August 9, 1945.  Elmer and the other Marines guard detail did not know what type of 
bombs they were guarding; they were told to guard them with their lives and these 
would end the war.  And so they did.  As the war ended Elmer was assigned to 
guarding and loading Japanese prisoners on troop ships for return to Japan, one of 
which was the troop ship that brought Elmer to Tinian, the USS E.T. Collins.  Elmer 
eventually was shipped out to San Diego and was honorably discharged on June 22, 
1946.  His rank was corporal (temporary field promotion) with qualifications as rifle 
marksman, demolition specialist and engineer light truck driver.  His designated 
deployment was the Pacific Area from August 14, 1944 to June 9, 1946.  He received a 
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battle star for the defense of Tinian, Marianas Islands for the period September 19, 
1944 to August 15, 1945, and the Good Conduct Medal.  Elmer’s monthly pay at time 

of discharge was $54.00; his travel allowance was 5 cents per 
mile for the return from San Diego, California to El Paso, Texas by 
train; his full discharge payment for remaining duty pay and travel 
allowance was $430.37.  He paid for his bus fare from El Paso to 
Seminole out of his discharge pay.  He never forgot his USMC 
service number and his M-1 rifle serial number.  Elmer’s USMC 
enlistment period was from March 9, 1944 through June 22,1946, 
a period of 27 months, 15 days.  His deployment period to the 
Pacific war theater was from August 14, 1944, through June 

9,1946, a period of 21 months, 27 days.  
 
Elmer returned to Seminole in June 1946, and when his 
mother went to the bus station to greet him she walked 
right by him as she did not recognize him.  Shortly 
thereafter Elmer went to the Gaines County Court House 
to file his discharge papers from the US Marine Corps 
where he met Joanne Bowers who was a clerk in the 
Clerk Office.  This meeting led to dating, engagement, 
and marriage on December 14, 1947.  Joanne, still 
working as a county clerk, issued their marriage license. 
 
After returning from the war Elmer went to work in the oil field as a roughneck.  He also 
did occasional cowboy work for the Stanley and Doss ranches, primarily round ups, 
branding, fence work and picking cotton.  He worked for various west Texas drilling 
contractors operating out of the Seminole area from 1946 to 1954 roughnecking for 
Ralph Lowe, Carl B. King, and Henry Black, and while working for Henry Black he was 
promoted to derrick man.  He then worked for Frank Berhanie as derrick man and was 
promoted to driller.  In 1954 he went to work for Southeastern Drilling Company 
founded by Bill G. Clements thus beginning a lifelong career with the company that 
came to be known as SEDCO.  He worked in west Texas from 1954 to 1956 and then 
to offshore Louisiana on a platform rig in the Gulf of Mexico from 1956 to 1959.  After 
the Louisiana job finished he returned to Seminole and worked for Blue Pacific Drilling 
Company as driller for a short while until he was offered an overseas drilling job on 
single status with Southeastern Drilling Company in Argentina. 
 
Bill Clements had won a contract with the state owned oil company YPF for a turnkey 
contract to drill and complete 1000 wells on the Patagonia in Southern Argentina near 
Canadon Seco.  He helped unload supplies and equipment at Punta Arenas in 
December 1959 to set up a field camp near Canadon Seco and a family camp located 
near Comodoro Rivadavia on the coast.  Elmer was soon promoted to Tool Pusher of 
Rig 60 and his family was allowed to move to Argentina in the summer of 1960.  The 
contract with YPF was completed in 1963 and Elmer was transferred to Kuwait as shore 
based operations manager for the drill ship Nola III. 
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The Nola III was owned by Seacat Zapata, a joint venture between Bill Clements and 
George Bush who founded Zapata Drilling Company.  It was an old ore carrier ship 
converted to a moored drill ship with land rig drilling equipment and outfitted with a set 
of skid beams that cantilevered the drill floor over the starboard side of the hull.  The rig 
operated in Kuwait, then moved to Doha for one well, then to Dubai for Continental Oil 
Company.  The Conoco Dubai manager was Lou Ripley who became good friends with 
Elmer.  The Nola III drilled the discovery well for Dubai.  Later, the Southeastern 
Drilling land rig 59 also moved to Dubai. 
 
Elmer next moved to Doha as the manager of the Seacat Zapata drill ship Sidewinder, 
another conversion similar to the Nola III but outfitted with two large outriggers on the 
stern.  The Sidewinder worked for Shell Doha and then moved to Bandar Bushehr, 
Iran.  The period of assignment for Kuwait, Doha, Dubai, Doha, and Bandar Bushehr 
was 1963 to 1966.  During this Middle East assignment, Elmer’s family lived with him in 
Kuwait, Dubai, Doha, and Teheran.  His two sons Ross and Danny went to the 
American Community School in Beirut, Lebanon and Vicki the youngest was taught at 
home during the Kuwait, Doha, and Dubai assignments.  Later all three of the kids went 
to the American School of Teheran while Elmer worked out of Bandar Bushehr. 
 
Elmer was transferred to Rotterdam to manage the new construction of the 

semisubmersible Sedco 135-D being built at RDM 
shipyard.  After delivery, the rig was towed from 
Rotterdam to offshore Port Harcourt, Nigeria for a drilling 
contract with Shell.  Operations were temporarily 
suspended due to the Biafran War; Elmer evacuated all 
families to Lagos, Nigeria then back to their respective 
home countries while he and the rig personnel remained to 
move the rig to Fernando Po.  During the conflict the rig 
moved to Cameroon to drill one well for Shell.  After the 
conflict he moved the operations back to Nigeria based out 
of Warri, Nigeria and continued operations for Shell. 

 
In 1969 Elmer was assigned to the Sedco 135-F and moved the rig from western 
Canada to offshore Taranaki, New Zealand for a contract with Shell/BP/Todd.  The rig 
drilled the discovery well in the Maui field, at the time one of the largest gas field 
discoveries in the world.  The rig operated in New Zealand until 1971, whereupon it 
was towed to offshore Aberdeen, Scotland for a contract with Amoco. 
 
Elmer was the first North Sea manager for Sedco from 1971 to 
1975. The Sedco 135-F drilled the discovery well in Block 211 in 
the northern North Sea for Amoco UK which became known as 
the Golden Block and one well for Amoco Norway.  The Sedco 
North Sea operations grew quickly with the additions of the 
Sedco 135-G, Sedco 700, Sedco 702, and Sedco 704. Further 
Sedco rigs were added and Bobby Cox was assigned as Co-North Sea manager for the 
Sedco K, Sedneth I, Sedneth II, Sedneth 701, Sedco 703, and Sedco 707. 
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After the North Sea assignment, he transferred to Borneo as the Operations Manager 
for the Sedco 135-A and Sedco 135-E, both operating for 
Shell in Brunei and Sarawak from 1975 to 1984.  Elmer’s 
next assignment was Operations Manager for the Sedco 600 
working in New Zealand, Australia, and China for various oil 
companies from 1984 to 1987.  His last assignment prior to 
retirement was Operations Manager for the Sedco 601 in the 
US Gulf of Mexico from 1987 to 1988, retiring from Sedco in 
1988 at age 62.  Elmer’s oilfield career spanned from 1946 
to 1988, a period of 42 years. Of those 42 years, he worked 
for Sedco from 1954 to 1988, 34 years, of which 28 years 
were overseas assignments from 1959 to 1987. 
 
After retirement, Elmer and Joanne used San Angelo, Texas as a base and extensively 
traveled, primarily around Texas, visiting family and friends.  They both were lovingly 
dedicated care givers and support providers to their parents, sisters, brothers, aunts, 

uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and their countless 
friends. They never missed an opportunity to be with 
their three children, daughter in law, son in law, five 
grandchildren and granddaughter in law, four great 
grandchildren, and grand dogs Honey, Bear, Ashley, 
Grote, Duke, Elwood and Zoe for special occasions 
and family events.  Elmer was always unconditionally 
supportive and loving to his family, relatives and 
friends.  He lived his life to the full with honor, 

integrity, honesty, humility, compassion, wisdom, sincere interest in others and a friend 
to many who always had time to listen and visit. Elmer wrote the “Ten Rules Of Living” 
while working in Argentina in 1960 and shared his sage advice with many, many people 
by printing pocket/wallet cards and giving these to family, friends, and oil field industry 
colleagues.   
 

 
TEN RULES OF LIVING 

1. Keep skid chains on your tongue.  Always say less than you think. 
2. Make promises sparingly and keep them faithfully no matter what it cost you. 
3. Never let an opportunity pass to say a kind and encouraging thing to or about 

somebody.  Praise good work done regardless of who did it. 
4. Be interested in others, interested in their pursuits, their welfare, their homes, 

and their families.  Let everyone you meet, however humble, feel that you regard 
him as a person of importance. 

5. Be cheerful.  Keep the corners of your mouth turned up.  Hide your pains, 
worries, and disappointments under a pleasant smile. 

6. Preserve an open mind on all debatable questions.  Discuss, but don’t argue.  It 
is the mark of superior minds to disagree and yet be friendly. 

7. Let your virtues, if you have any, speak for themselves and refuse to talk of 
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another’s vice.  Discourage gossip.  Make it a rule to say nothing of another 
unless it is something good. 

8. Be careful of other’s feelings.  Wit and humor at the other fellow’s expense are 
rarely worth the effort and may hurt where least expected. 

9. Pay no attention to ill-natured remarks about you; simply live so that nobody will 
believe them. 

10. Don’t be too anxious about getting your dues.  Do your work, be patient, keep 
your disposition sweet, forget self, and you will be respected and rewarded. 

 
Elmer willed his body to the Texas Tech Medical School in 2014 to assist medical 
students and advance medical science to help others.  He often told his family he 
would go to college someday to help others. 
 
 

THE MARINE’S PRAYER 
 

Almighty Father, whose command is over all and whose love never 
fails, make me aware of Thy presence and obedient to Thy will.  
Keep me true to my best self, guarding me against dishonesty in 
purpose and deed and helping me to live so that I can face my fellow 
Marines, my loved ones and Thee without shame or fear.  Protect 
my family.  Give me the will to do the work of a Marine and to accept 
my share of responsibilities with vigor and enthusiasm.  Grant me 

the courage to be proficient in my daily performance.  Keep me loyal and faithful to my 
superiors and to the duties my country and the Marine Corps have entrusted to me.  
Make me considerate of those committed to my leadership.  Help me wear my uniform 
with dignity, and let it remind me daily of the traditions which I must uphold.  If I am 
inclined to doubt, steady my faith; if I am tempted, make me strong to resist; if I should 
miss the mark, give me courage to try again.  Guide me with the light of truth and grant 
me wisdom by which I may understand the answer to my prayer. 

 
Amen   

 
 

SEMPER FIDELIS 
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